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1 0 , 0 0 0  C u l t u r e ,  R h u m  &  M u s i c  L o v e r s  A t t e n d  2 8 t h  A n n u a l
S o u t h  F l o r i d a  H a i t i a n  C o m p a s  F e s t i v a l
 
F o r t  L a u d e r d a l e ,  M a y  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6 :  O n  S a t u r d a y,  M a y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 6  t h e  r h y t h m i c  h e a r t b e a t  o f  H a i t i
e c h o e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  N o M i  C u l t u r e  &  A r t s  V i l l a g e  a s  t h o u s a n d s  g a t h e r e d  f o r  a n o t h e r
u n f o r g e t t a b l e  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  H a i t i a n  C o m p a s  F e s t i v a l .  W h a t  b e g a n  d e c a d e s  a g o  a s  a
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  H a i t i a n  m u s i c  a n d  i d e n t i t y  h a s  e v o l v e d  i n t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c u l t u r a l l y
v i b r a n t  C a r i b b e a n  g a t h e r i n g s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a  l i v i n g  p o s t c a r d  o f  H a i t i a n  p r i d e ,
r e s i l i e n c e ,  e l e g a n c e ,  a n d  j o y.

F r o m  t h e  m o m e n t  I  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  f e l t  v e r y  w e l c o m i n g  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  l o o k e d  l i k e
a  w h i t e  s h e e p  i n  a  p a d d o c k  o f  b l a c k  s h e e p .  T h e  s p e c i a l  v i b e  o f  t h e  c o m p a s  m u s i c  i s  v e r y
c o n d u c i v e  t o  m a k i n g  n e w  f r i e n d s  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  n e w  f r i e n d s  c a r i b e - s t y l e .  T h e r e
w a s  m u s i c  s e e m i n g l y  c o m i n g  f r o m  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  s c e n t  o f  g r i o t  a n d  p i k l i z  d r i f t i n g
t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r,  a n d  g r o u p s  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  d a n c i n g  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d
h a d  t e m p o r a r i l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .  I t  d i d  n o t  f e e l  l i k e  a  s t a n d a r d  c o n c e r t  f e s t i v a l .  I t  f e l t  l i k e
s t e p p i n g  i n t o  a  c u l t u r a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .
 
T h e  m u s i c  b e g a n  b e f o r e  s u n s e t  a n d  s t r e t c h e d  d e e p  i n t o  t h e  t r o p i c a l  e v e n i n g .  C o m p a s
l e g e n d s  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t a r s  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  f e s t i v a l  g r o u n d s  i n t o  a  g i a n t  o p e n - a i r
d a n c e  f l o o r  w h e r e  e v e r y  b a s s  l i n e  s e e m e d  t o  m o v e  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  b o d y.  I  e s p e c i a l l y
e n j o y e d  w a t c h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s  d a n c i n g  t o g e t h e r ;  g r a n d p a r e n t s  w h o  g r e w  u p  w i t h
c l a s s i c  C o m p a s  r h y t h m s  s t o o d  b e s i d e  y o u n g e r  f a n s  f i l m i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o n  t h e i r
p h o n e s  w h i l e  s i n g i n g  e v e r y  l y r i c  w o r d  f o r  w o r d .

A m o n g  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  p e r f o r m e r s  w e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  b e l o v e d  n a m e s  i n  H a i t i a n
m u s i c .  T h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e s  r e m i n d e d  a t t e n d e e s  w h y  C o m p a s  r e m a i n s  o n e  o f  t h e
C a r i b b e a n ’s  m o s t  e m o t i o n a l l y  r i c h  m u s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  T h e  p o l i s h e d  b r a s s  s e c t i o n s ,
r o m a n t i c  k e y b o a r d  m e l o d i e s ,  d e e p  p e r c u s s i o n  g r o o v e s ,  a n d  s m o o t h  v o c a l  h a r m o n i e s
c r e a t e d  a  s o u n d s c a p e  t h a t  w a s  u n m i s t a k a b l y  H a i t i a n .

2 8  A n n u a l  H a i t i a n  C o m p a s  F e s tt h



A m o n g  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  p e r f o r m e r s  w e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  b e l o v e d  n a m e s  i n  H a i t i a n
m u s i c .  T h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e s  r e m i n d e d  a t t e n d e e s  w h y  C o m p a s  r e m a i n s  o n e  o f  t h e
C a r i b b e a n ’s  m o s t  e m o t i o n a l l y  r i c h  m u s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s .

F a n s  e r u p t e d  f o r  p e r f o r m a n c e s  b y  T- V i c e ,  K l a s s ,  N u  L o o k ,  K a i ,  Z a f e m ,  P l u k e y  D u k e ,
T h e  O s w a l d  C o m p a s  B a n d ,  K e n n y  H a i t i ,  B e d j i n e  a n d  K - D i l a k ,  R u t s h e l l e  G u i l l a u m e ,
a n d  s e v e r a l  r i s i n g  t a l e n t s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  t o r c h  o f  m o d e r n  H a i t i a n  m u s i c  w i t h
c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  s t y l e .  S o m e  p e r f o r m e r s  l e a n e d  i n t o  n o s t a l g i a  a n d  r o m a n c e  w h i l e  a
f e w  o t h e r s  u r b a n  a n d  n o t  s u b u r b a n ;  y e t  t h e y  a l l  s t a y e d  r o o t e d  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  r h y t h m
o f  C o m p a s .

A n o t h e r  f a s c i n a t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  f l o w e d  n o t  f r o m  t h e  s t a g e ,  b u t  f r o m  t h e
b a r s  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  t e n t s  w h e r e  H a i t i a n  r u m  r e i g n e d  s u p r e m e .  L o n g  b e f o r e  m o d e r n
b r a n d i n g  b a t t l e s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  d e a l s ,  J a n e  B a r b a n c o u r t  b e c a m e  p a r t
o f  a  l e s s e r - k n o w n  c h a p t e r  o f  H a i t i a n  r u m  h i s t o r y.  A m e m b e r  o f  t h e  e x t e n d e d
B a r b a n c o u r t  f a m i l y,  s h e  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  S i e g f r i e d  L i n g e ;  a  G e r m a n  i m m i g r a n t  a n d
a c c o m p l i s h e d  p e r f u m e  m a k e r ;  r e l o c a t e d  t o  H a i t i  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - 2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d
l a u n c h e d  t h e i r  o w n  r u m  d i s t i l l e r y  h i g h  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o v e r l o o k i n g  P o r t - a u - P r i n c e .
T h e i r  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  c r a f t e d  a t  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  “ J a n e  B a r b a n c o u r t  C a s t l e ”  i n
B o u t i l l e r,  w h e r e  m o u n t a i n  a i r  a n d  C a r i b b e a n  t r a d i t i o n  b l e n d e d  i n t o  a  u n i q u e l y  H a i t i a n
e n t e r p r i s e .
 T h e  o r i g i n a l  c o m p a n y,  o p e r a t e d  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  b y  t h e  G a r d è r e  f a m i l y,  h a d  a l r e a d y
b e c o m e  s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h  H a i t i a n  r u m  e x c e l l e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  a n d
a b r o a d .
E v e n t u a l l y,  d i s p u t e s  e m e r g e d  o v e r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  B a r b a n c o u r t  n a m e  i t s e l f . T h e
o r i g i n a l  S o c i é t é  d u  R h u m  B a r b a n c o u r t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f e n d e d  i t s  p r i m a r y  r i g h t s  t o
t h e  f a m i l y  n a m e ,  c e m e n t i n g  i t s  p l a c e  a s  H a i t i ’s  s i g n a t u r e  r u m  h o u s e .  O v e r  t i m e ,  J a n e
B a r b a n c o u r t ’s  o p e r a t i o n  e v o l v e d  t h r o u g h  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  b e c a m e  k n o w n
a s  B e r l i n g  S . A . ,  p r o d u c e r  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t e d  R h u m  Vi e u x  L a b b é  b r a n d  s t i l l  a p p r e c i a t e d
t o d a y  b y  r u m  e n t h u s i a s t s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  H a i t i ’s  d e e p e r  s p i r i t s  c u l t u r e .
A t  t h e  f e s t i v a l ,  h o w e v e r,  n o n e  o f  t h a t  h i s t o r y  f e l t  a c a d e m i c .  T h e  r u m  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e
c e l e b r a t i o n  i t s e l f ;  p o u r e d  g e n e r o u s l y  b e s i d e  p l a t e s  o f  C a r i b b e a n  c u i s i n e  w h i l e  o l d
f r i e n d s  r e u n i t e d  a n d  s t r a n g e r s  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  c o m p a n i o n s .  I  f o u n d  t h a t  a s p e c t
e s p e c i a l l y  m e m o r a b l e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  w a r m t h  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h a t  f e l t  a u t h e n t i c  a n d
d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  H a i t i a n  c u l t u r e .

B e y o n d  t h e  m u s i c  a n d  s p i r i t s ,  t h e  H a i t i a n  C o m p a s  F e s t i v a l  s e r v e d  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t
H a i t i a n  c u l t u r e  r e m a i n s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  a n d  u n d e r a p p r e c i a t e d  c u l t u r a l
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a s .  H a i t i  g a v e  t h e  w o r l d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h i s t o r y,  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a r t ,
c u i s i n e  l a y e r e d  w i t h  A f r i c a n  a n d  F r e n c h  i n f l u e n c e s ,  a n d  m u s i c  c a p a b l e  o f  t u r n i n g
h e a r t b r e a k  i n t o  d a n c e .
Wa l k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  f e s t i v a l  g r o u n d s  f e l t  a  b i t  l i k e  w a n d e r i n g  t h r o u g h  a  C a r i b b e a n
v i l l a g e  c e l e b r a t i o n  t r a n s p o r t e d  i n t o  S o u t h  F l o r i d a .  O n e  m o m e n t  f e a t u r e d  e l e g a n t
w o m e n  i n  f l o w i n g  t r o p i c a l  d r e s s e s  d a n c i n g  C o m p a s  b e s i d e  t h e  s t a g e ;  t h e  n e x t
r e v e a l e d  d o m i n o  g a m e s  u n f o l d i n g  b e n e a t h  s h a d e d  t e n t s  w h i l e  v e n d o r s  s o l d
h a n d m a d e  j e w e l r y,  p a i n t i n g s ,  f l a g s ,  a n d  f r e s h  s u g a r  c a n e  j u i c e .  E v e r y  c o r n e r  c a r r i e d
a  d i f f e r e n t  r h y t h m .
F o r  m a n y  a t t e n d e e s ,  t h e  f e s t i v a l  r e p r e s e n t e d  m o r e  t h a n  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  I t  w a s
h e r i t a g e  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  I t  w a s  m e m o r y.  I t  w a s  c o m m u n i t y.  H a i t i a n  A m e r i c a n s  f r o m
a c r o s s  F l o r i d a ,  N e w  Yo r k ,  N e w  J e r s e y,  M o n t r e a l ,  a n d  b e y o n d  e m b r a c e d  o n e  a n o t h e r
w i t h  t h e  w a r m t h  o f  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e .  I ' m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a t t e n d i n g
t h e  3 0  A n n u a l  H a i t i a n  C o m p a s  F e s t i v a l  i n  2 0 2 8  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  s p o n s o r i n g  w i t h  a
p r o m o t i o n a l  b o o t h  f o r  t h e  m o v i e  I ' m  p r o d u c i n g  " B u d d y  f r o m  B r o o k l y n "  w h i c h  c o m e s
t o  t h e a t r e s  g l o b a l l y  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r.
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	10,000 Culture, Rhum & Music Lovers Attend 28th Annual South Florida Haitian Compas Festival
	Among the celebrated performers were some of the most beloved names in Haitian music. Their appearances reminded attendees why Compas remains one of the Caribbean’s most emotionally rich musical traditions.
	Fans erupted for performances by T-Vice, Klass, Nu Look, Kai, Zafem, Plukey Duke, The Oswald Compas Band, Kenny Haiti, Bedjine and K-Dilak, Rutshelle Guillaume, and several rising talents carrying the torch of modern Haitian music with confidence and style. Some performers leaned into nostalgia and romance while a few others urban and not suburban; yet they all stayed rooted in traditional rhythm of Compas.
	Another fascinating part of the experience flowed not from the stage, but from the bars and hospitality tents where Haitian rum reigned supreme. Long before modern branding battles and international distribution deals, Jane Barbancourt became part of a lesser-known chapter of Haitian rum history. A member of the extended Barbancourt family, she and her husband Siegfried Linge; a German immigrant and accomplished perfume maker; relocated to Haiti during the mid-20th century and launched their own rum distillery high in the mountains overlooking Port-au-Prince. Their products were crafted at the picturesque “Jane Barbancourt Castle” in Boutiller, where mountain air and Caribbean tradition blended into a uniquely Haitian enterprise.
	The original company, operated for generations by the Gardère family, had already become synonymous with Haitian rum excellence throughout the Caribbean and abroad.
	Eventually, disputes emerged over the use of the Barbancourt name itself.The original Société du Rhum Barbancourt successfully defended its primary rights to the family name, cementing its place as Haiti’s signature rum house. Over time, Jane Barbancourt’s operation evolved through restructuring and ultimately became known as Berling S.A., producer of the respected Rhum Vieux Labbé brand still appreciated today by rum enthusiasts familiar with Haiti’s deeper spirits culture.
	At the festival, however, none of that history felt academic. The rum was part of the celebration itself; poured generously beside plates of Caribbean cuisine while old friends reunited and strangers quickly became companions. I found that aspect especially memorable. There was a warmth to the hospitality that felt authentic and deeply rooted in Haitian culture.
	Beyond the music and spirits, the Haitian Compas Festival served as a reminder that Haitian culture remains one of the most influential and underappreciated cultural forces in the Americas. Haiti gave the world revolutionary history, extraordinary art, cuisine layered with African and French influences, and music capable of turning heartbreak into dance.
	Walking through the festival grounds felt a bit like wandering through a Caribbean village celebration transported into South Florida. One moment featured elegant women in flowing tropical dresses dancing Compas beside the stage; the next revealed domino games unfolding beneath shaded tents while vendors sold handmade jewelry, paintings, flags, and fresh sugar cane juice. Every corner carried a different rhythm.
	For many attendees, the festival represented more than entertainment. It was heritage preservation. It was memory. It was community. Haitian Americans from across Florida, New York, New Jersey, Montreal, and beyond embraced one another with the warmth of extended family returning home. I'm looking forward to attending the 30th Annual Haitian Compas Festival in 2028 and perhaps even sponsoring with a promotional booth for the movie I'm producing "Buddy from Brooklyn" which comes to theatres globally shortly thereafter.

